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Times of India, Oct 3, 2011 

Germany in India  
 

INGRID KRUSSMANN, who has recently taken up additional responsibility of South Asia 

including India, for DFG (German Research Foundation), speaks to Diptiman Dewan on her key 

priorities  
 

 

   In a globalised world, the need of the hour is international collaborations along with a global research base. 

With this in mind, DFG (German Research Foundation) utilises the international research training groups 

(IRTGs) as a vehicle for ensuring research collaboration. Two of them have already been established in India 

with University of Hyderabad collaborating with University of Muenster in 2009 and Free University of Berlin in 

2010.  

   IRTGs provide opportunities for joint doctoral training programmes between German and international 

universities within a group of up to 25 PhD students. Each student is required to work for a minimum period 

of six months in the partner country. As far as funding is concerned, DFG is the central, selfgoverning 

organisation, responsible in Germany.  

   According to Ingrid Krüssmann, who has recently taken up additional responsibility of South Asia including 

India for DFG, her current focus will be on quality research, with an added impetus on promoting cooperation 

between Indian and German institutions.  

   On a smaller scale, Krüssmann says, the effort will also be to increase the number of scientists visiting 

India. “In Germany, many scientists are unaware of the possibilities of research in India. My efforts would be 

directed on increasing the knowledge about the scientific landscape on both sides,” she adds.  
 

ROAD AHEAD  

 

A new study, to be released by DFG in 2011, focuses on the joint publications of Indian and German scientists 

between 2004 and 2009. It reveals that there have been significant collaborations in some branches of 

physics, biochemistry and material sciences. In humanities, the collaboration has been in subjects like 

Indology, sociology, etc, with India as the subject of research. “Currently, the two Indian partners of DFG in 

India are the department of science and technology (DST) and the Indian National Science Academy (INSA). 

We are trying to identify other Indian organisations for initiating and implementing joint research projects,” 

says Krüssmann.  

   In the long run, the challenge would be to set up joint „collaborative research centres‟ in Germany and India

. Collaborative research centres are university-based and are in operation for a period of up to 12 years, in 

which scientists and doctoral students from both countries pursue interdisciplinary research.  

   Further, the year of Germany in India, 2011-12, will include conferences, symposia and activities, thus 

facilitating effective synergy between the two countries. It will also witness the inauguration of the „German 

House of Science and Innovation‟ in Delhi where DFG and German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) are 

the coordinating partners. The idea of creating this house, Krüssmann adds, is to bring all German academic 

and scientific organisations and funding bodies under one roof and present a concerted front to the Indian 

public.  

 

 
Ingrid Krüssmann  
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